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BIBLE STORY 

Based on John 21 

Peter had spent the whole night on
the lake. With some of his friends he was
trying very hard to catch fish. Time and
again they cast out the net in the hope to
haul it back filled with fish. But no. Each
time the net came back empty. 

And they already felt so empty.
There was not much goal left in their
lives. They were a bit at a loss. What
were they to do now that their Lord
Jesus had left them? Three long years
they had followed Jesus from town to
town. They heard his teachings and
saw his miracles. Following Jesus had
been a full-time job for them. 

But that job seemed to have come
to an end. Jesus had been captured by
the rulers. He was mistreated, beaten
and killed on the cross. The death of
their Master had left them devastated, till
the news came that He had risen from
the dead. And yes, the news proved
true. They had seen Him with their own
eyes. Jesus is alive again!

Yet, things were not the same as
before. True, Jesus came to show
himself a few times, but then he went
away again. His body was real, but
different. When Jesus visited them, he
did not have to enter through the door.
He was there, all of a sudden. And then
he left again, also all of a sudden. His
body did not follow the rules of this
world anymore. It had become a
heavenly body. It was confusing. What
did Jesus expect of his special friends?
Was their job finished? Seven of the
friends decided to go back to fishing,
the job they did before Jesus had called
them to follow him. 

And so Peter had spent the night
fishing on the lake with his friends. 

Peter had always loved his Lord
very dearly. He was very troubled now,
not only because he missed his
Master, but more so because he had
lied about his love for Jesus. Three
times in a row he had said that he had
never heard of the man Jesus. How
could he still be a special servant of his
Master, if he did not even want to show
his love for Jesus in time of trouble?

He had loved his own life more than
the honour of his Lord. 

Suddenly the friends in the boat
wake up from their troubled thoughts.
Their eyes are drawn to the shore. A
man is calling them. “Cast your net on
the other side, and you will catch fish, “
the man says. Without hesitation they
obey his word. And they are not
disappointed. When they pull in their
net, it is filled with fish. 

At that moment one of the friends
recognizes who that man on the shore
is. “It is the Lord”, he says to Peter. Yes,
it is! Peter jumps overboard and wades
to his Master. He longs so much to serve
his Lord again. With all his might and
soul he wants to do his Master’s work.

How good it is to be with the Lord
again. Together the friends and their
Lord have breakfast. No one asks,
“Who are you?” They begin to feel
better. The meal strengthens their
bodies; the nearness of Jesus
strengthens their souls.

Then Jesus turns to Peter.
Immediately Peter understands that the
Lord is going to talk to him. He tenses
up. He remembers very well how he
lied three times about knowing Jesus.
He remembers the look in Jesus’ eyes
after his third lie. He remembers also
how the pain in Jesus’ eyes filled his
own eyes with bitter tears of shame. 

“Simon, son of John, do you love
me more than these?” The words of
Jesus cut through Peter’s heart. Why
does his master not call him Peter, his
special name? Peter means rock. That
was the name the Lord Jesus gave him
when he was called the first time. Peter
was to be the rock on which Jesus
could rely. How it hurt Peter that Jesus
does not call him “Rock” anymore! 

But Jesus does call! And Peter
answers, “Yes, Lord! Yes! You know
that I love you.” “Feed my lambs,” the
Lord answers.

Before Peter fully understands
what it all means, his Master’s voice
sounds a second time, “Simon, son of
John, do you love me?” Peter cringes.
He still is not Peter for his Master. But
his answer comes right away. “Lord,
you know that I love you!” The Lord
repeats his assignment to Peter, “Look
after my sheep.”

A third time the voice of Jesus
breaks the silence. Again, those
piercing words, “Simon, son of John, do
you love me?” Peter’s heart is heavy
with sorrow and repentance. It hurts
him that the Lord is asking him the third
time. But he also understands now
better than ever before how much he
must have hurt his master by saying
three times that he did not know Jesus.

Peter is near tears. “Lord, you know
everything. You know that I love you.”
Again the Lord repeats his assignment
for Peter, “Feed my sheep.” Then Peter
and his Lord look at each other. Jesus
speaks again. “When you were young,
you did as you pleased. But now, in my
service, your freedom will be restricted.
As you take care of my people, you must
go where you may not want to go.” 

How glad and relieved Peter is!
Jesus called him again! All the other
helpers could hear it too. Peter can work
for Jesus again. But he cannot be a
coward. He realizes that he cannot be a
rock for Jesus if he relies on his own
courage. He has no courage. He is
weak. He can only be strong in the
strength of his Master, his Lord Jesus.

But he will do it. He will take on the
task. Strong in Jesus’ love he will speak
about his Lord before people in the
streets and before kings in the courts.
The Lord has called him a second time.
He is forgiven. He may go on serving.
Yes, he will follow his Lord.

Jane

The Risen Lord calls Peter 
a Second Time
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Activity Page
SERVE THE LORD 

It is a joy to serve the Lord. You can serve the Lord
in many ways. You can serve Him as child or as grown-
up. You can serve Him at home, at school or at work. You
serve the Lord when you do not work to please yourself,
but when you do your job to honour the Lord. 

It makes a difference. When you help with the
dishes, you can do that in different ways. You might do it
because your parents make you. Or you might do it
because you like a clean kitchen. Or you might do it
because you are allowed to watch the hockey game
when your chores are done. But these are all ways to
please yourself or other people. It is different when you
help along because you want to serve the Lord. Then you
please the God of Life. Serving the Lord lifts you up from
your earthly troubles and prepares you for a life of
heavenly bliss.

ROCK FACTS

In the Bible Story on page 6 you can read that the
Lord Jesus called Peter “Rock.” On this rock Jesus can
build the church. Peter was to preach the Good News to
the world. Peter’s preaching became the rock on which
the church was built. A rock is a very solid foundation. In
other places of the Bible we read that God Himself is the
Rock. We can count on God for our present safety and
eternal well-being. 

“There is no Rock like our God” 1 Samuel 2:2 
“The LORD is my Rock” 2 Samuel 22:2 
“The LORD is my Rock, my Fortress” Psalm 18:2 
“For you are my Rock and my Fortress” Psalm 71:3
“The LORD is just. He is my Rock” Psalm 93:15

JOBS TO DO 

You can serve the Lord in any job. It depends on
your outlook. In this Word Search you find eighteen
things people can do for a living. After you found them all,
take the leftover letters as they appear from left to right,
starting at the top. These letters form a saying that you
must remember. 

ARTIST BAKER BARBER BUILDER COOK 
DOCTOR FARMER FIREMAN KING LOGGER
MAID MAILMAN MINER NURSE PILOT 
POLICEMAN SAILOR TEACHER

The sentence reads

_______________________________________ .

R E M R A F B A K E R
R S D E P I L O T R V
E B O E O R O T H T E
B U C L L E G S O E M
R I T R I M G A D A T
A L O G C A E I I C S
B D R N E N R L O H I
R E N I M A M O L E T
W R A K A A K R Y R R

E S R U N S M A I D A

Dawn



You can pick up treasures at
garage sales for next to nothing. One
person bought a painting worth tens
of thousands of dollars for only a
couple bucks because the people
who sold it didn’t know its value. Not
very bright, you’d say. 

But don’t be too harsh. You just
might be insulting yourself.

Esau did something even
dumber. He knew the value of
something that he had. He had the
birthright. It belonged to him
because he was the oldest son in
his family. It meant that when his
father died, he would receive much
more of the family property than his
brother. And Esau’s father was a
wealthy man!

But one day Esau came home
after spending a long time hunting for
game, and he was hungry. And what
he saw, when he got home, made
him even hungrier. His brother Jacob
was cooking in the kitchen. The
delicious aroma filling the kitchen
and drifting out from the house, was
enough to drive him mad with
hunger. “Quick”, he said, “give me
some of that red stew! I’m famished!” 

Jacob, his younger brother, saw
this as a great opportunity to drive a
hard bargain. ‘What are you willing to
sell, in order to satisfy your hunger?
What will you give me, Esau, for
some of my stew?’ Jacob knew what
he wanted: he wanted the birthright.
Esau knew what he wanted: a big
bowl of that steaming hot stew. How
about a straight exchange? That’s
what Jacob bargained for.

“Sell me your birthright,” Jacob
said. 

“What good is the birthright to
me?” Esau replied.

“Swear to me first,” pressed
Jacob.

He swore an oath, selling his
birthright to Jacob. Esau gave away
a rich future for a bowl of red stew.
The story says, “Then Jacob gave
him some bread and some lentil
stew. He ate and drank, and then got
up and left.” He didn’t even get it all!
Just some bread and some stew.
And for how long did he enjoy it?
Only for a moment: He ate and
drank, got up and left. It was over.
The pleasure was past. A much
poorer future stretched out before
him now. 

Esau was a fool.
You need to be wiser than this.

There is something in the future that
has great value. Nothing you can
experience now will ever compare to
it. No pleasure is like it; no beauty can
match it; no satisfaction can measure
up to it. So glorious is the future for a
Christian that he should be willing to
endure any amount of hunger or thirst,
any deficiency or suffering, any
trouble or persecution, rather than to
diminish his great future. 

For if you are in Christ Jesus, 
if you believe in Him, then you are

an heir of God and a co-heir with
Jesus Christ. A divine birthright
belongs 
to you. You will one day be richer
than you could ever know. You will
have joy and delight that cannot 
be exhausted.

Jesus Christ has won that
birthright for you when He died on
the cross and rose from the dead. He
wants to make you share in it by
inviting you to believe in Him and by
sharing for a little while in his
suffering. Are you willing to suffer for
a little while for Jesus Christ? Are
you willing to give up the pleasures
of this world for the joys of the next? 

Don’t ever sell your share in
Jesus Christ for the passing
satisfaction you can find now. Don’t
ever despise God’s inheritance. 

This is one of those treasures
that comes to you absolutely free. All
you need to do is open your heart to
receive it, and you will receive
something of infinite value that will
yield eternal joy.

Paul Aasman

Hold On to your Treasure
He swore an oath, selling his birthright.

Genesis 25:33
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